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òPoliticians are a set of men who have interests aside from the interests of the people and who, to say the most of them, 
are, taken as a mass, at least one long step removed from honest men.ó       Abraham Lincoln  

 

Presidentôs Messageé. 

April, 2008  

 

 
 

 Last month we lost another true Rochester Lion, First Vice 

President, Ralph Vitale.  Ralph was a dedicated, hard working, loyal 

and proud Rochester Lion.  Lion Ralph will truly be missed. 

 

During the past month the óThink Tank Committeeô met and I cannot help but believe that had Lion 

Vitale been present there would have been additional óuniqueô ideas placed on the table for discus-

sion.  You can be assured, however that your committee has come up with some exciting additional 

fund raising, and fun ideas to be considered in the future.  Our club has some fund raising activities 

and events during the long Michigan winter months, such as the Ice and Fire event, but we seem to 

really be hustling all the time during the summer months.  Because we are a ñdoing and goingò  kind 

of group, weôre coming up with ideas to keep us óin shapeô and hopping all the time!  No rest for the 

wicked, as they say.  We like to have fellowship, fun and be serving all the time.  Keep watching for 

future newsletters to let you know whatôs new in the happening area of RLC so you too can join the 

fun. 

 

Spring is here and summerôs not far behind.  I know thatôs hard to believeé.when you look out the 

window at the snow on the ground.  Car show time is just around the corner and our committees are 

hard at work getting things rolling now.  Feel free to contact any of the various car show committee 

members to see where and when you can help.  Please contact Lion Al Lucas regarding helping dur-

ing White Cane Week!! 

 

We should all be very proud of the good service work our Club produces.  I sure am proud of each 

and every one of you.  Thanks for your service.    
        

         Sincerely, Lion Jim Williams 
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Looking Ahead. . 

 

 
 

 

 

 

April 7, 2008ðRegular Meeting  6:30pm 

RivercrestðDinner Served Promptly at 7pm 

Club Officer ElectionsðSherry McBroom  

 

April 14ðRLC Board Meetingð7 pm 

Leader Dog for the Blind 

 

April 21ðRegular Meetingð6:30 pm 

Rivercrestï Guest:   

 

April 22ðInter -Club Meeting 

Great Oaks Country Clubð6 pm 

Dinner Served Promptly at 7 pm 

Contact Jim Williams for Reservations 

$28.00 per person 

 

District Events 
 

* * * * *  

 

April 6ðTea Party & Silent Auction 

1pm to 3;30pm 

Sponsored by Clinton Valley Lions 

All proceeds to Blind charities in Michigan 

ñThe Tea Party Castleò 

52261 Van Dyke (just S of 24 Mile) 

Shelby Twp 48315 

Call Christine Kontos for more Info 

(586) 264-0383 

Or lionchristineCLVC@yahoo.com 

 

April 12ðClawson Lions Club 

ñVegas Nightò 

7pm to Midnight  

Knights of Columbus Hall 

870 N. Main Clawson, MI 

All Proceeds Benefit Lions Charities 

 

April 17ðCabinet Meeting 

Clinton Valley Lions Club 

Contact Jim Williams for More Info  

 

April 22 - Lions Inter -CLub Meeting 

Great Oaks Country Clubð6 pm 

Dinner Served at 7 pm 

Contact Jim Williams for Reservations 

$28.00 per person 
 

 

April  Meeting Theme 

ºHE XNT FDS SN SGHMJHM½ XNT½QD @ ODQRNM NE RNLD HMEKTDMBD+ SQX 

NQCDQHM½ RNLDANCX DKRD½R CNF @QNTMC-»-  Old Tennessee mountain man  

Hm Ldlnqh`lƕ  
Lion Ralph Vitale, 1st V.P. 

 

 

It is with great sadness and shock  that 

we report the recent passing of Lion 
Ralph Vitale, our Club 1st Vice President.  

Ralph, quite simply, was bigger than life 

and dedicated himself to Lionism and our  
òWe Serveó motto. He will be sorely 

missed.  
 

My wife, Sharon, and I are indebted to Ralph for introducing  us to Lionism and  
the Rochester Lions Club family...as our sponsor and mentor.  Ralph was always 

òfull of lifeó and wouldnõt miss an opportunity to contribute and volunteer.  And, 
even inspite of concerns about the depressed housing market (Ralph was a Cer-

tified Master Appraiser), Ralph was ALWAYS there when our Club needed him 
most...for anything and everything.  May God take Ralph into his arms, put him to 

work, and watch over him.  Our sincere condolences go out to his wife, Diane, and 
his entire family. 
   Lion Randy Whitmire   
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Happy Birthday to You! 

 

The following Lions have a 

birthday in April:  

 

David Padilla ñApril 1  

Dennis Amato ñApril 2  

Arthur Saarela ñApril 9  

Gary Senical ñApril 10  

Lynn Miller ñApril 15  

Tom Petterson ñApril 16  

Lynn DemskyñApril 17  

John ReddanñApril 18  

Don Westphal ñApril 20  

  

Wishing each of you...a 

very Happy Birthday!  

 
Campaign SightFirst II 

630-571-5466, ext. 526 

CSFII@lionsclubs.org 

For Immediate Release 

Lions Surpass Campaign SightFirst II Goal 

Oak Brook, IL, USA, February 21, 2008 ð Campaign 

SightFirst II has surpassed the $150 million minimum goal. 

On Worldwide Report Day February 20, National and Multi-

National Coordinatorsô telephone calls and reports revealed 

that Lions have raised more than US$157.9 million for CSFII. 

Lions around the world have helped Campaign SightFirst II 

surpass its minimum goal by rallying to raise funds for Cam-

paign SightFirst II. 

Lions surpassed the US$150 million Campaign SightFirst II 

(CSFII) goal well ahead of convention. With four months re-

maining, Lions are now looking ahead to the additional 

US$200 challenge goal and helping ensure the future of Sight-

First through continued and expanded efforts to eliminate pre-

ventable blindness worldwide. Lionsô support of CSFII is cru-

cial in the remaining months. 

Through Campaign SightFirst II, Lions will expand the Sight-

First program. At least US$100 million in CSFII funds will be 

granted to contain and eliminate the leading causes of avoid-

able blindness. Another US$50 million will be used to combat 

emerging threats to sight. In addition, by exceeding their mini-

mum goal of US$150 million and reaching their US$200 mil-

lion challenge goal, Lions will provide ñvision for allò through 

research, rehabilitation and outreach to vulnerable popula-

tions. 

Lions Clubs International Foundation is Lions helping Lions 

serve the world. Donations provide funding in the form of 

grants to financially assist Lions districts with large-scale hu-

manitarian projects that are too extensive for Lions to finance 

on their own. The Foundation aids Lions in making a greater 

impact in their local communities, as well as around the 

world. LCIF was recently ranked the number one NGO in a 

Financial Times study. Through LCIF, Lions ease pain and 

suffering and bring healing and hope to people worldwide. To 

learn more about Campaign SightFirst II and the SightFirst 

program, visit www.Lions-CSFII.org. 
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